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What is global English Communicative Competence?:
A Reconsideration of English Education in Japan
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In this age of globalization, people move beyond national boundaries and
communicate globally, forming relationships of interdependency and increasing the
need to learn a language in common. In these circumstances English has now become
an international language. In fact, most communication in English is among
nonnative speakers. On the other hand, native speaker English has been accepted
and taught as an authentic and normal English model by the English language
teaching circles in this country. Thus, we should reconsider this idealization of the
native speaker model in the age of globalization. We have to accommodate new
Englishes and their uses for cross-cultural communication, which requires more than
Judeo-Christian thought and behavioral traditions. What varieties of English should
we aim at, what usage and attitudes should we teach, how should we assess learner
proficiency, and what kind of teachers should we develop? These are the main
questions we shall debate in this conference.
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