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JACET 1962—1992 HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES

The Japan Association of College English
Teachers (JACET), originally a subsidiary of the
Institute for Research in Language Teaching,
was founded as an independent organization in
1962. JACET was established

educational reform, in order to improve the state

in a time of
of English language education. Those involved
were strongly convinced of the need to solve
college-level problems relating to English language
education so as to improve the teaching of the
subject at all levels of the educational system.
In the early years, the primary activities of
the organization were the sponsorship of an
annual convention, held in the autumn, and the
publication of JACET Reports ,
containing the proceedings of the conventions.

a newsletter

In 1967, with the financial support of the
Fulbright Commission, the first JACET Summer
Seminar was held. This was a turning point
for the organization because in its wake JACET
in both

membership and influence. District-based activities

began to experience a rapid growth

grew with rising membership, and, consequently,
local chapters were formed (Kansai, 1972;
Tohoku, 1981; Chubu, 1983; Chugoku-Shikoku,
1984; Kyushu-Okinawa, 1984: Hokkaido, 1986).

JACET's growth,
confined to Japan: in April, 1982, the Japan

however, has not been
Association of Applied Linguistics (JAAL) was
established in JACET in order
activities on a more international scale. In
August, 1984, JAAL in JACET became an affiliate
of the Association Internationale de Linguistique
Appliquée (AILA).

to engage in

ACTIVITIES
I. Conventions

1. National Conventions

Since JACET was established, annual conven-
tions have been held in the autumn. During the

first nine years of its history, these were
composed of presentations, discussions, and lec-
tures, and were of a one-day duration. In 1972,
however, another day was added, thus making
more programming possible.  Eventually, the

need for a more extensive program became
apparent, and a third day was added, starting
with the twentieth convention (1981).

Since 1981, each convention has been assigned
a theme. A list of convention themes and host

universities for the past eight years follows:

The 23rd (1984): “English Teaching in Transi-
tion,” Sophia University

The 24th (1985): “Educational Reform and
College English Teaching,” Sugivama Women's
College

The 25th (1986): “World Peace and English
Teaching,” Keio University

The 26th (1987): “College English Teaching

and Social Demands: Teaching English as an

International Language,” Kyoto Sangyo University

The 27th (1988): “English Education in Japan
and in Other Shikoku
Christian University

The 28th (1989): “Diversification of English
Language Education,” Seinan Gakuin University

The 29th (1990): “Foreign Language Teaching

Kanda

Asian Countries, "

and Higher Education in Japan,”
University of International Studies

The 30th (1991): “Cross-cultural Communication
Through English Education — What Can We

Do for Globalization?” — Hokkaido University

2. Chapter Conventions: Each chapter has its
own convention once or twice a year, featuring

presentations, lectures, and symposia.




II. Summer Seminars . English Teaching
Seminars
Summer Seminars Each year approximately

thirty college English teachers take part in the

JACET Summer Seminar,

Inter-University Seminar House, Hachioji, Tokyo.

usually held at the

The Seminar employs the *“ English Village

System” : attendees are asked to lodge and study
together.
To date, thirty-six foreign scholars have

joined the seminars. Former lecturers include Sir
Randolph Quirk and Dr. Wilga Rivers. Distin-
guished foreign participants are customarily
asked to become honorary members.

The eleventh and twentieth Seminars were
the LSA

Summer Institute and TESOL Summer Institute.

held in Hawaii in conjunction with

The venue of the twenty-first Seminar, held
in 1987 at the AILA World Congress, was at
the University of Sidney.

The twenty-third Seminar
Churchill College, Cambridge University in 1989,
attracting sixty-three participants.

took place at

English Teaching Seminar The seminar
aims at helping attendees solve problems of Eng-
lish teaching at junior and senior high school
levels by giving every kind of information about

those problems.

. Public Lectures and Study Meetings

JACET has held over 200 public lectures in
Tokyo and other major cities of Japan. Distin-
guished scholars from abroad are given oppor-
tunities to address members and other interested
parties on topics relevant to the teaching of
English.

Monthly study meetings, at which speakers
discuss topics in language teaching, methodology
and applied linguistics, have been held more

than 150 times in the Kanto-Koshin'etsu area
since 1971. Similar meetings are now held by

all chapters.
IV. Research Committees

The Development of English Language Tests

The committee originated from a 1969 survey
on listening skills that evolved into a joint effort
with the COLTD

Language Teaching Development) to develop a

organization ( Council on
test of aural English. The venture has produced
JACET — COLTD Listening Comprehension Test
Form A, 1975, JACET Listening Comprehension
Test Form B, 1980, and a lower-level version,
JACET Basic Listening Comprehension Test,
1989. Over 250,000 students have taken the
1979 . the
produced a workbook to accompany the test
Form A, Listening: the First Skill, Drill A.

tests. Furthermore, in Committee

The Development of Teaching Materials

The Committee was formed in 1973 as a
result of a survey of English language teaching
at colleges and universities. It has published
three textbooks (See SectionVl). In 1981, A
Survey of Reading Materials, a booklet containing
a list of basic words compiled by JACET, was
published. The most recent publication is English
Workshop, published in 1987.

Reports on Recent Developments in TESL,”
TEFL
Overseas

The Committee gathers information from
abroad on recent developments in the area of
language teaching and applied linguistics. The
Committee has a column on TESL,~TEFL topics
which appeared regularly in Eigo Kyoiku: The
English Teachers' Magazine, Taishukan Publishing
Co., Ltd. from July, 1987, to March, 1992.




Applied Linguistics

The Committee functions as a liaison between
AILA and JACET and publishes The JAAL
Bulletin, It holds occasional public lectures by
guest speakers from abroad. Its national con-
ferences on applied linguistics have been held
three times a year since December, 1990.

Research Project on College English Teaching
in Japan
The Committee publishes reports financially

supported by the Ministry of Education. To date,

it has issued the following: General Survey of
English Language Teaching at Colleges and
Universities in Japan — Teachers’ View(1983),—
Students’ view (1985); A General Survey of
English Language Teaching at Senior High
Schools,Junior High Schools and Primary Schools;
The Education of Japanese Children Overseas
(1988); A General Survey of English Language

Teaching — College Graduates’ Views (1990).

Educational Media and English Teaching
The Committee has been exploring issues
related to computers in the teaching of English.
It is engaged in developing software for use in
college-level English programs. It has also
organized three workshops so far on how to

manipulate personal computers.

Educational Problems

In 1984, when it was formed, the group was
known as the Committee for the Reformation of
the Teacher-Training Course. The name was
changed when its responsibilities were broadened
in 1985. The Committee has been working on
various administrative problems related to the
teaching of English in Japan. Upon the revision
of the standards for establishing colleges and
universities, this Committee organized a nationwide
special group to draw up The College English
Language Education Handbook, a guide to these

changes.

English Literature

The Committee seeks to relate the study of
the literature written in English with the teaching
of English (TEFL). It holds regular
meetings and occasional public lectures. In 1987,

study

it published a collection of essays (See Section
V) on the subject of reading. This Committee
will have a column on how to treat literary
material in Eigo Kyoiku: The English Teachers’
Magazine, for one year starting in April, 1992,

English Usage

The Committee has been conducting a survey
on synonymous adjectives for the past three
years. This project is part of a large-scale survey
on English usage: adjectives, nouns, and verbs.
The final goal is the publication of The JACET
English Lexicon.

The Kansai Chapter has had similar research
groups since 1986: the Chubu Chapter since
1990.

V. External Activities

Through its numerous external activities,
JACET has made valuable contributions to the
1972, for

research organi-

field of education. In November,
example, JACET represented
zations on English education in Japan at a
conference known as “The Gathering for the
Betterment of English Education in Japan.” A
decade later, the organization submitted a request
to the University Entrance Examination Center
that a listening component be included in entrance
Then, in May, 1983, JACET

broadened its scope and influence when it became

examinations.

an affiliate of the Science Council of Japan.
In December of that year, the group submitted
a report on English curricula to the Minister




of Education, and in November, 1985, JACET
presented the Ad Hoc Committee on Education
and the Ministry of Education with a report
entitled “A Proposal for the Development of
Foreigh Language Teaching.” Furthermore, in
1988 and 1989 JACET made proposals aimed
at reforming teacher licensing at the secondary
level. In 1991, JACET was invited to two hearings
by the University Council while it was preparing
its report to the Ministry of Education.

VI. International Activities

Summer seminars abroad, lectures by visiting
foreign scholars, and the designation of JAAL
in JACET as the official representative in Japan
of AILA all indicate that JACET is extending
its reach beyond the shores of Japan. Further-
more, there is every indication that this inter-
national trend will continue. At the 1987 AILA
convention in Sydney, Australia, JACET’s then
Vice President Ikuo Koike was elected vice
president of AILA, and the AILA Executive
Board and the International Committee meetings
were held in Tokyo on May 11 and 12, 1989,

VI. The JAGET Prize

From a fund established in 1977 by Yoshio
Ogawa, Natsuo Shumuta, Kikuo Miyabe, Sakae
Serizawa, Hiromichi Oginome, and others, awards
are given annually to those who have made a
significant contribution to college and,”or general
English education in Japan.

V. Public Relations and Publications

1. The JACET Bulletin

The aim of this annual journal is to promote
research on college English education and related
concerns. Each issue contains scholarly papers
contributing to the

improvement of English

education in Japan: Numbers 1 (1970) — 22
(1991) extant.

2. JACET News

The quarterly publication keeps all members
informed of the activities of the Association.
One of four issues, published in March, is in
English.

3. The Membership Directory
This annual publication is distributed to all
JACET members.

4. Other publications

A Critical Survey of Japanese University
English  Entrance Examinations, Kaitakusha
Publishing Co., 1971; 1972

Lectures on English Language Testing and
Teaching by John B. Carroll, Taishukan Publishing
Co., 1972

Language and Culture, Book 2, Eichosha
Publishing Co., 1977

Gems of English Prose and Poetry, Eichosha
Publishing Co., 1977

Language and Culture, Book 1, Eichosha
Publishing Co., 1980

Toward the Vitalization of Reading, Yumi
Press Publishing Co., 1987
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