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A New Framework of Initial Teacher

Education, Professional Development

and Evaluation for Secondary School
EFL Teachers in Japan

Jimbo, Hisatake
(JACET President, Waseda U.)
Chair: Okada, Nobuo (Osaka U.)

The JACET SIG on English Education conducted a series
of surveys concerning English teacher education nation-
wide and found out the following challenges.

1. Initial Teacher Education

The first challenge is to examine the focus of content in
the TEFL methodology course. The second one is to make
English proficiency a prerequisite for registering for TEFL
methodology courses and teaching practicum. The third
challenge is to integrate theory and practice through
collaborative partnerships with local stakeholders.

2. In-service English Teacher Training

+ Training programs focusing on fundamental teaching
methodology and teaching skills are regarded as
appropriate mainly for novice and/or apprentice
teachers.

+ Training programs focusing on specific fields and
techniques such as ‘development of supplementary

teaching materials’ and ‘enhancing international
understanding’ are regarded as appropriate for
practitioner and/or expert or mentor teachers.

3. Assessment of English Teacher Training

+ Training judged by boards of education as “possible to
assess” were activities that could take place on site,
such as demonstration lessons or action research.

+ Training considered “difficult to asses” included:
numerical assessment of one’s academic track record
and inter-school demonstration lessons.

After analyzing the major findings, we came to the
following conclusions.

« It is important that on-site training is maintained as a
professional development (PD) activity which is
formally assessed in the appraisal system.

+ Building a close partnership between universities and
local boards/schools is one of the most significant
challenges to improve teacher training system.

+ Training programs should be designed and provided
contingent on teachers’ competence.

+ Results of PD experiences and activities which foster
teacher autonomy should be included in the formal
teacher appraisal system.

+ The standards of professional competencies of each
career stage should be refined through further research.

G EHR)
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Autonomy in Language Learning and
Teaching: Fantasy and Reality!

Sinclair, Barbara (U. of Nottingham)
Chair: Kojima, Hideo (Hirosaki U

Dr. Sinclair has worked as a teacher, lecturer, teacher
educator, materials developer, project director and
manager in educational organizations in the UK and some
other countries. She has an international reputation for
her research and publications in the field of autonomy in
language learning and teaching.

According to Dr. Sinclair, ‘learner autonomy’ has long
been a topic of exploration and debate in the field of
TESOL, and policy-makers and teachers have, over the
years, become more overtly concerned with helping
learners to become more efficient and independent in
their learning. Around the world Ministries of Education
and other educational organizations are adding to their
school and college curricula the goals of developing
independent learning skills and the capacity for life-long
learning. Why, then, does the topic of learner autonomy
still cause so much agitation, critique and confusion
amongst professionals in language education?

In her plenary speech, Dr. Sinclair explored how
‘autonomy in language learning’ and ‘learner training’ had
been misconstrued and misrepresented by certain critics
in recent literature in applied linguistics, and how these
misrepresentations had created a divide between theory
and practice, ‘fantasy’ and ‘reality. She shared some
important lessons that she had learned in thirty years of
engaging with learner autonomy in TESOL, both as a
practitioner and a researcher. She drew on her experience
and recent research to distinguish between ‘fantasy’ and
‘reality’ in supporting learners in their attempts to develop
greater independence.

Dr. Sinclair helped us Japanese EFL teachers to
recognize the concept of autonomy in language learning
and teaching, and encouraged us to promote learner and
teacher autonomy in a variety of educational contexts.

(L3 MBS
B 3)

Teacher Cognition and
Teacher Autonomy

Borg, Simon (U. of Leeds)
Chair: Sasajima, Shigeru (Saitama Medical U.)

Dr Simon Borg is currently one of the leading
researchers of language teacher cognition and research
methodology. He is well known as the author of the book
Teacher cognition and language education: Research and
practice. I believe he was the most appropriate speaker for
the theme of this convention and he really did well. His
talk was concerned with the relationship between the
concepts of teacher cognition and teacher autonomy in
the field of language teacher education. As teacher
cognition is still an unfamiliar term for many people, Borg
began with what teacher cognition is and how it
diversifies teacher research in his talk. According to Borg,
teacher cognition is defined as ‘what teachers think, know
and believe and the relationships between these
constructs and teachers’ classroom practices’ (Borg,
2006), and it has been a significant factor to understand
language teachers’ work since 1990s. Likewise, the term
‘teacher autonomy’ has been often discussed in
conjunction with ‘learner autonomy,” which may originally
have a distinct concept from teacher autonomy. He did not
intend to argue for approaches to teacher education
which necessarily encourage teachers to promote learner
autonomy. Teacher autonomy was thus described as ‘a
capacity to engage in appropriate self-directed action and
development’ in the talk. His concern was to examine how
a capacity for and willingness to engage in self-directed
action and development can be promoted in pre- and
in-service language teacher education contexts through
attention to teachers’ cognitions. Based on this key
question, he referred to pedagogical knowledge,
theoretical knowledge, educational biographies, prior
knowledge, and practices and rationales and discussed
how they are related to teacher autonomy. He especially
pointed out that awareness, knowledge and understanding
are essential for teachers to develop better teacher
autonomy. Borg concluded that teachers should therefore
develop their pedagogical repertoires, link theory and
teaching, examine educational biographies, articulate and
review beliefs, and examine practices and rationales.
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Student-Centeredness: A Dynamic
Syllabus in the EAP Classroom

Chang, Olivia Hui (National Ilan U.)
Chair: Aikawa, Masao (Kyoto Junior
College of Foreign Languages)

At the beginning of her lecture, Dr. Chang expressed her
appreciation for the theme of the JACET convention,
“Tomorrow’s teachers, tomorrow’s students: Learner
autonomy” as a timely issue in English language education
not only in Japan but also in Taiwan. After she gave an
overview of the historical flow of the English education
policy that the Ministry of Education regulated and
deregulated within the last two decades, she introduced
the current English curriculum trends in Taiwanese

universities through some cases and explained that there
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was an increasing shift from EGP to ESP and EAP as well
as from a teacher-centered approach to a learner-centered
and self-learning approach. She also pointed out that
college teachers of English in Taiwan are required to
strive for a dynamic syllabus design in the EAP and ESP
classroom, where the role of teachers and college
education has to be redefined in the context of better
serving learner needs, giving learners greater control and
helping learners establish life-long learning autonomy.

In her paper, she proposed a dynamic, question-answer
approach to syllabus design; that is to say, students are
asked to submit content reading questions to their English
teacher and that the content of the English class is based
on the list of the questions raised by the students. She
presented how this approach has been implemented in
her university and reported that this student-centered
approach to language teaching did not create chaos. In
fact, it was able to incorporate some major trends in ELT
practice in Taiwan such as teaching EGP and ESP/EAP
together. She claims that learners taking control in the
classroom should become the first step towards learner
autonomy and life-long learning, which are strongly
encouraged in Taiwan.

At the end of her lecture, she concluded that including
ESP and EAP in the university not only meets students’
needs but also promotes student and teacher autonomy.

(it RN
[B1FEHE 3]

From Experience to Knowledge in
English Language Teaching: Empowering
Southeast Asian Language Education

Tatlonghari, Melchor
(SEAMEO Regional Language Centre)
Chair: Murata, Y. (Meijo U.)

The Southeast Asian Ministers of Education
Organisation (SEAMEO) was set up to promote
cooperation among Southeast Asian nations through
education. The SEAMEO Regional Language Centre (RELC)
from its inception has been dedicated to the development
of language teacher education in the region and the
promotion of international cooperation between language
professionals. The current membership as well as students
studying at the RELC come from a wide range of countries
and regions crossing over all the three concentric circles
of Kachru's classification for English speakers.

One characteristic of education at the RELC is that it
deals with adult learning and teaching. As such there are

guiding principles and theories that are followed when
conducting teacher training and teaching courses. As
Malcolm Knowles, a pioneer in the field of adult learning
said, adults are autonomous and self-directed; they have
accumulated life experiences and knowledge that include
work-related activities; and they are goal-oriented.
Therefore a teacher trainer should take the position as
being a facilitator who enables adult learners to take
control of their own learning. Close attention to learners’
egos is also crucial, especially in Asian cultural contexts.

The experiential learning theory proposed by David Kolb
claims that “learning is a process whereby knowledge is
created trough the transformation of experience”. His
theory proposes a cyclical model of learning, consisting of
four stages: “concrete experience”, “reflective observation”,
“abstract conceptualization”, and “active experimentation.”
One may begin at any stage, but must progress according
to this sequence. He calls this model ‘the Experiential
Learning Cycle.

Taking the above two theories into consideration as well
as Vygotsky's socio-cultural theory, Dr Tatlonghari
suggests workshop activities as an effective teaching
method. By engaging in discussions on a carefully
(teacher) controlled topic with other members (others-
regulation), learners objectify their experiences (object-
regulation) and can successfully transform them into
knowledge (self-regulation). CCE MWz

[BiFE=E 4]

Videoconferencing: A Remote
Collaboration in ELT

Myongsu Park (International Graduate
School of English, KATE)

Chair: Noriko Kawakami
(Kagoshima Immaculate Heart U)

Advances in technology and relative ease access to
videoconferencing have attracted an increasing number of
English language teaching (ELT) professionals and
practitioners in both public and private English education.
This study aims at discovering 1) how videoconferencing
is used to support more meaningful English learning and
teaching in Korea and 2) how both NSEs and KTEs
collaborate in teaching English, and 3) what should be
prepared before a videoconferencing-mediated language
co-teaching.

Native English speakers are generally preferred for ELT
in Korea because the best way to learn a language is
through interaction with native speakers (Sierra, 1999),

JACET Mg

9

2472



which can naturally lead to real interaction with real
language in real communication situations. Although
advantages of using videoconferencing for teaching
English to Korean EFL learners are numerous and evident,
the top three are as follows:1) it breaks down barriers of
distance and time. 2) it provides a solution to education
inequality problems widespread in Korea, where a large
population of NTEs only occurs in major cities. 3) it
reduces expenses taken to introduce NTEs into Korean
English classrooms. Actually, many of the ELT institutions
and governments invest money in bringing NTEs into their
classrooms through programs like the English Program in
Korea (EPIK).

Using a computer, a web camera and Skype, a free
videoconferencing service, five different types of
videoconferencing-based English classes have been
practiced with NTEs as follows:1) regular classes 2) after-
school classes 3) individual tutoring 4) teacher training 5)
a course of M.A.

Videoconferencing has been around for awhile and
many ELT practitioners and researchers have discussed its
potential, the literature is still lacking many examples of
good practice in using it in ELT. Possible answers may
include problems such as the high cost of hardware and
software and the poor quality of sound and images.
Nevertheless, videoconferencing in ELT turned out to be a
beneficial and professionally rewarding experience by
collaborating on objectives and goals, lesson plans, and on
what and how both NTEs and KTEs perform in their
& BT

classrooms.
[fB¥:8E 5]

Reflections on Using the Criterion Online
Writing Evaluation System

Kim, Tae-Eun (Seoul National U. of Education)
Chair: Sasaki, Masako (Akita U.)

The lecture by Dr. Tae-Eun Kim started with greetings in
Japanese expressing her appreciation for the invitation
from JACET and her willingness to further cooperate with
JACET as a lecturer from ALAK (the Applied Linguistics
Association of Korea).

A web-based writing practice and evaluation system
Criterion, developed by Education Testing Services (ETS),
was the research focus of her lecture. Her study was
aimed at finding out and discussing how Criterion
automated writing feedback can contribute to the
improvement of learners” writing competence in the EFL

context, through the comparison with teacher feedback

and a questionnaire. In the 2009 academic year, she
taught a mandatory English writing course to second-year
students majoring in different academic fields. Those
students participated in her study by submitting their
essay writings in the Criterion system along with the Trait
Feedback Analysis they had received from the system and
by responding to the questionnaire that asked for their
reflection on the use of Criterion. The data for her study
consisted of 129 essays along with the Criterion feedback
from the second semester and 215 questionnaires from
the first and second semesters. The data were analyzed
quantitatively from varying aspects and qualitatively line
by line to elicit descriptive and interpretive information.
The findings suggested that Criterion may be used as a
supplementary learning system to support a writing
course at university, neither as a replacement of the
writing course as a whole nor as a substitute for teacher
feedback. The students’ serious need for direct solutions
to improving their writing skills seemed to indicate what
both the Criterion feedback and the teacher feedback
should be more sensitive about. Teachers would be able to
use Criterion as a tool for providing their students with as
many writing practice opportunities as possible by relying
on the excellent management capability and quick (only 6
to 20 seconds) and convenient feedback, particularly
about mechanical aspects. Her detailed analysis has
shown the usefulness of this tool, at the same time
identifying what further should be done to meet the
g EAARHET)

learners’ needs.
[BF:87E 6]

Real, Fun and Effective:
Projects that Learners Welcome

Krishnan, Santhi Ramanujam Gopala (MELTA)
Ling, Monica Loh Pui (MELTA)
Chair: Sakai, Shien (Chiba U. of Commerce)

The session demonstrated how this can be done in an
ESL learning context to produce effective results. The
demonstration also covered classroom activities that
showed how ESL learners of the Duchess of Kent Nursing
College, used lyrics of songs through a series of Project
Based Learning (PBL) activities to acquire English skills.
PBL is the use of classroom projects, intended to bring
about deep learning, where students use technology and
inquiry to engage with issues and questions that are
relevant to their lives. These classroom projects are used
to assess student’ s subject matter competence compared
to traditional testing. The core idea of PBL is that real-
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world problems capture students’ interest and provoke
serious thinking as the students acquire and apply new
knowledge in a problem-solving context. The teacher
plays the role of facilitator, working with students to
frame worthwhile questions, structuring meaningful tasks,
coaching both knowledge development and social skills,
and carefully assessing what students have learned from
the experience. Advocates assert that project-based
learning helps prepare students for the thinking and
collaboration skills required in the workplace. PBL relies
on learning groups. Student groups determine their
projects, in so doing, they engage student voice by
encouraging students to take full responsibility for their
learning. This is what makes PBL constructivist. Students
work together to accomplish specific goals. The activities
were directed at reinforcing the students’ creative
dimension through ICT skills in their end pre-sentation.
The project based approach is used because over the
period of the project, it engaged the students in all the
different language skills and therefore offered them more
realistic and meaningful learning experiences. The
syllabus used to teach English is generally
communicational which aims to enable them to interact
with doctors, medical technicians and patients and to
function effectively as nurses. Activities and lessons
designs that are fun and effective, stimulating the students
to use the language ina creative and imaginative way were
shown. G WHFAIE)

[tk 2RI L)

Tomorrow’s Learners, Tomorrow’s
Teachers: Autonomous Development in
English Language Learning and Teaching

Chair: Kojima, Hideo (Hirosaki U.)
Panelists: Sinclair, Barbara (U. of Nottingham)
Mynard, Jo (Kanda U. of International Studies)
Sasajima, Shigeru (Saitama Medical U)
Borg, Simon (U. of Leeds)

As the last session of the Annual Convention, this
symposium aimed to offer wider perspectives on the
autonomous development of tomorrow’ s learners and
teachers in English language education.

First, in answering several questions about the
relationship between learner autonomy and teacher
autonomy, Dr. Sinclair shared her ideas with the audience.
She suggested that different levels of autonomy, or
autonomies could co-exist in an educational context, and
that we should listen to the voices of the participants and

their teacher.

Second, in order to effectively promote autonomy, Dr.
Mynard expected learning advisors to consider the rate
and readiness of the individual learner to take
responsibility. A skilled learning advisor should be able to
provide the appropriate amount of support for each
individual.

Third, focusing on EFL secondary school teachers, Prof.
Sasajima illustrated what was happening to EFL teacher
awareness regarding autonomous language learning and
teaching. He reported about what EFL teachers thought of
learner autonomy and to what extent they, as language
teachers, should be committed to it.

Last, Dr. Simon pointed out that teacher research had
commonly been promoted in language teacher education
as a valuable strategy for supporting teacher autonomy.
He discussed the constraining factors related to teachers,
the workplace, and the research projects.

After the four presentations, various pertinent
comments and questions added to the value of the
discussion. This plenary symposium was a very
informative and stimulating session in relation to the
convention theme. We certainly appreciate the panelists’
worthwhile contributions. g /NIBTER)

(RS 2 R ) L EREE 1]

Tomorrow’s Learners: Autonomous
Development in English Language
Learning

Chair: Kojima, Hideo (Hirosaki U)
Panelists: Miyahara, Masuko
(International Christian U.)
Kurauchi, Sanae
(Aomori Public College)
Kusanagi, Yuka (Gunma U.)
Commentator: Sinclair, Barbara (U. of Nottingham)

The development of learner autonomy seems to be
almost universally accepted as an important, general
educational goal. This special symposium aimed at
examining the ways in which Japanese EFL learners
promoted their autonomous development in various
educational contexts. The following three papers were
presented.

First, through her interviews with focal students, Prof.
Miyahara attempted to illustrate how her students
analyzed their needs, set their own goals, selected
materials, organized, adapted, and finally attempted to set
criteria for evaluating learning materials which they had
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made themselves. Her study attempted to show how
‘materials’ could facilitate the notions of autonomy and
independence.

Next, in Prof. Kurauchi's class, her students were
assigned to small groups, and each student took a turn as
leader to practice taking responsibility for themselves and
the group. They were expected to become better learners
and better leaders through this exercise. At the end of the
semester, they evaluated themselves with the checklist
and restated their goals after self-reflection.

Lastly, Prof. Kusanagi reported how her arts-based
instruction helped non-English major university students
to develop their confidence in speaking and how it
encouraged learner autonomy. She illustrated the process
of their development through teacher observation and
questionnaires, analyzed their reflective comments, and
discussed the possible conditions of fostering their
autonomy.

After exchanging some questions and answers, Dr.
Sinclair commented on the three presentations. She
advised the three speakers to improve their own
approaches, and encouraged them to promote their
students’ autonomy more effectively in communities of
learning and practice. OCE /NIgHER)

[F550> >RSP LXEREE 2]

Tomorrow’s Teachers: Autonomous
Development in English Language
Teaching

Chair: Sasajima, Shigeru (Saitama Medical U.)
Symposists: Nishino, Takako (Hosei U)
Kurihara, Yuka (Tokai U.)
Nakata, Yoshiyuki
(Hyogo U. of Teacher Education)
Commentator: Borg, Simon (U. of Leeds)

*Nishino could not attend the symposium due to her health

condition, but her paper was read instead by Fushino, Kumiko.

The symposium was conducted to focus on teacher
education for secondary school EFL teachers in Japan.
Based on the convention title, we discussed teacher
education programs, teacher autonomy, collegiality,
community of practice, activity theory, reflection, teacher
cognition, etc. I believe as chair that it was successful.
First, Kurihara spoke under the title of ‘Appropriating
conceptual and practical tools: A case study of secondary
school Japanese teachers of English.” Her study illustrated
the power of qualitative research, and she compared the

uptake (appropriation) of a teacher education course on
two teachers of English in her study. One teacher
demonstrated more uptake and the study shed light on
the factors which may have led to greater uptake by one
of the teachers. Nishino’ s paper was titled ‘Teacher
Development in Communities of Practice.” In her paper
there was a strong emphasis on the value of memberships
in different communities of practice and how these
communities can support teacher learning. Her study also
illustrated the potential that qualitative research has to
provide in-depth understandings of how teachers learn.
Finally, Nakata talked under the title of ‘Towards
Professional Autonomy: Collegiality among Japanese
Secondary School EFL Teachers.” His research was a mixed
methods study of teachers, focusing on their views about
the desirability of autonomous learning and the extent to
which they promote autonomous learning in their
teaching. Borg as commentator summarized that the three
papers are examples of high quality research being
conducted in the context of English language teacher
education in Japan. We all hope this session serves to
inspire continuing research of this kind. & &%)
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Suggestions for Effective English Teaching
in a Japanese EFL Environment

Chair: Konno, Katsuyuki

(Graduate School, U. of Tsukuba)
Presenters: Sato, Rintaro (Nara U. of Education)

Kasahara, Kiwamu

(Hokkaido U. of Education)

Koga, Tsutomu (U. of Tsukuba)

The current trend in English teaching in Japan is to use
task-based language teaching (TBLT). Our presentation
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reconsidered this trend and proposed more effective
English teaching techniques from the viewpoints of
grammar, vocabulary and motivation.

In terms of grammar, learners are urged to acquire a
vast number of target grammatical structures. However, it
may be impossible within the TBLT framework, where
implicitness and output are the primary focus of attention.
Rather, presentation-practice-production (PPP) would be
more suitable because learners can develop procedural
and declarative knowledge through repetitive practices.

With respect to vocabulary, learners are expected to
learn 3,000 lemmas with form-meaning connections in a
limited time. However, they may not succeed using only
TBLT. Thus, three suggestions were proposed: (1) using
Japanese equivalents effectively, (2) utilizing repetitive
drills, and (3) teaching appropriate vocabulary learning
strategies for each individual learner.

In order for learners to be autonomous, the following
processes should be subsumed in the task design:
opportunities for output, pair/cooperative work, student-
student interaction, and the teacher’ s role as a facilitator.
These processes may be accumulated as language
experiences leading to increased confidence, which then
leads to a higher willingness to communicate (WTC) and
intrinsic motivation. OCE SR
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The Symposium on Teachers and Learners
Roles in English Language Teaching from
the Global Education Perspectives

Chair: Asakawa, Kazuya (Tokaigakuen U.)
Speakers: Kagata, Tetsuya (Osaka Kyoiku U.)
Smith, Craig (Kyoto U. of Foreign Studies)

A symposium was held by the Education for
International Understanding/Global Education SIG. Mr.
Asakawa traced the current trends of Global Education as
a journey towards achieving inside and outside
perspectives. In addition, recent UN peacebuilding work
such as the Millennium Development Goals initiative to
make the world a more just and a healthier place and
UNESCO Education for Sustainable Development
programme were introduced. Craig Smith (Kyoto
University of Foreign Studies) described his university’ s
new Department on Global Affairs. The students
ex-curricular activities such as Habitat for Humanity
house building activities and Model United Nations
conferences make their classroom real to them. The
university also helps fund students’ proposals for their
own peacebuilding projects. Mr. Kagata (Osaka Kyoiku
University) critically examined the introduction of “Eigo
note” as a component of primary school English
education. He claimed it is not an adequate intellectual
challenge for young learners. A video of an English class
at a primary school dealing with environmental issues was
shown. English will be taught to fifth or six graders even
though little consideration has been given to teaching
methods and to the preparation of teaching materials.
From Global Education perspectives, English classes at
elementary school need to include critical analysis of
social issues and activities which cultivate open

mindedness, and respect the differences among the
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world’ s diverse cultures. In the discussion with the
audience, the challenges to promote better international
understanding were noted. It was agreed that English
lessons at primary school should be meaningful in terms

G a=ge-IlI I T fiEY)

of the lesson content.
[ 2RI L]

How to Conduct Effective Joint Classes
with Overseas Partner Universities:
A Case Study of ‘Cross-Cultural
Distance Learning’ Classes

Owada, Kazuharu (Tokyo College of Music)

Ueda, Norifumi (Mejiro U.)

Oya, Masanori (Waseda U.)

Lin, Yi-ti (Tamkang U.)

Huang, Da-Fu (Southern Taiwan U. of Technology)

In this symposium we first reported on the curriculum
of ‘Cross-Cultural Distance Learning’ offered at the Open
Education Center at Waseda University. This CCDL course
has three one-semester sub-courses: Social and Global
Issues, Media, and International Career Path. Second, we
discussed the contents of the textbooks specifically
designed for this course. Third, we presented a case study
of one ‘Social and Global Issues’ class at Waseda U. with
the results of the student questionnaire on how actively
the students engaged in this course. Fourth, we showed a
case study of one ‘Media’ class at Tamkang U. by
presenting one example of one student presentation on
cross-cultural comparisons of TV commercials. Finally, we
put forth a new evaluation system of cross-cultural
distance learning classes based on the criteria of CEFR.

In the Q and A session, we received several encouraging
comments and a few technical inquiries. At the end, we all
agreed that we need to have an institution or organization
to provide ICT advice and support to universities
interested in implementing cross-cultural distance classes.
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2. XiE
ZEE Lo

3. HAE
AZUHEE Lo

The 2010 JACET Award Selection Committee began its
selection process last October. After reporting the results
to the JACET Board of Directors, the winner was decided
and the Award Ceremony took place on September 7th as
follows:

Prize: Academic Achievement

Winner: Professor Murata, Kumiko of Waseda University
Research: Komyunikeshon Noryoku Ikusei Saiko: Henry
Widdowson to Nihon no Oyogengogaku/Gengo Kyoiku
(Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching in Japan — A
Widdowsonian Perspective: Explorations into the Notion
of Communicative Capacity)

Reason: The book introduces Widdowson's educational
theory and teaching practices applicable to language
education in Japan. Though not all may agree with the
book’s claims, the committee believes the work will
contribute greatly to a positive discussion about

Communicative Language Teaching in Japan.

There were no nominations this year for “Achievement as
a Most Promising New Scholar” or “Excellence in

Teaching.” C= a1 )
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The JACET 50th Commemorative
International Convention
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In the past fifty years, Japan's ELT has experienced a
major evolutionary change, from teaching/learning
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method to teacher education, from materials development
to classroom management, and from language proficiency
to the social awareness of the role of English as a
communication tool. Despite the emergence and prolific
activity of related academic societies underscoring the
increased interest in and significance of tertiary English
education in Japan, the Japan Association of College
English Teachers (JACET) has consistently played a pivotal
role in advancing research in this area since its foundation
in 1962. In the days when English education has become
a more complicated discipline mixed with psychology,
pedagogy and IT technology, there is more of demand for
learners as well as teachers to meet their aims. On the one
hand, the theoretical background that we rely on has no
longer become monolithic but multifarious; we see the
pendulum swing from audiolingual philosophy to
communicative approach, and back to form-focused
instruction. On the other, a multi-dimensional view of
language proficiency has necessitated multi-faceted
assessment and individualized learning. Further, despite
the establishment of the English language as a de facto
standard of international communication, a widespread
argument in favour of anti-globalisation has provided us
with a new view about language and power, thus
necessitating more rigorous study for students in higher
education. Upon our celebration of our 50th convention
featuring leading international ELT researchers and
practitioners, JACET plans to reflect on the past 50 years
of our achievement in English education and to begin the
discussions on what path we all — teachers and learners
— should take in the next half century.
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