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Interview with

Dr. Chan Yue Weng
of RELC, Singapore

Dr. Chan Yue Weng, the Head of Training,

Research, Assessment and Consultancy
Department (TRAC) of SEAMEO (Southeast Asian
Ministers of Education Organization), Singapore
was an invited speaker at the 47" JACET Annual
Convention, 11-13 September 2008 at Waseda
University, Tokyo, Japan. Here's an excerpt of an
interview with him.

The Regional Language Centre (RELC)
established in July 1968 is an educational
project of the Southeast Asian Ministers of
Education Organization (SEAMEOQ). It is located in
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Singapore. The members of SEAMEO are Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste and
Vietnam. Its associate members are Australia,
Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway and Spain.

RELC is an autonomous international
institution administered by a director under the
overall policy direction of the Governing Board.
The Board is comprised of one representative
from each country appointed by the Southeast
Asian Ministers of Education Council on the
recommendation of the Minister of Education of
each country.

SEAMEO RELC is dedicated to the development
of language teacher education and promotion of
international cooperation among language
professionals in the region. The main mission of
SEAMEO RELC is to provide leadership in the
development of expertise and excellence in the
field of language education. It also strives to
promote cooperation between and contact
among language professionals in the region and
beyond through the teaching of English.

SEAMEO RELC offers both teacher training and
language proficiency courses. Teacher training
courses range from certificate to masters levels.
Certificate courses include the popular 3-week
specialist certificate courses in language testing,
action research, curriculum design and oral
communication skills training. Postgraduate
diploma courses include the 4-month
Postgraduate Diploma in Applied Linguistics and
the Distance Education Postgraduate Diploma in
TESOL. Master programmes include the Joint
RELC-NUS (National University of Singapore) MA
in Applied Linguistics and the Joint RELC-Curtin,
Australia MA in TESOL. In fact, RELC also jointly
conducts a postgraduate programme with
Wasada University, Japan. In addition, RELC also
customizes courses for language teachers
depending upon their training needs.

SEAMEO RELC offers scholarships to many
inservice English teachers of its member

countries. The benefits of studying at RELC are
the rare opportunity to study and meet
participants from different countries, enjoying
the facility and services of one of the best applied
linguistics library in the region and the added
value of a one-stop learning centre where
participants study and live under the same room
as RELC has its own 3-star hotel, the RELC
International Hotel.

RELC also offers a wide range of language
proficiency courses ranging from general
proficiency courses to specific purpose courses.
Every year, Chukyo University sends two large
groups of its undergraduates to RELC for
summer language improvement courses.

RELC holds an international seminar every
year which brings together applied linguists and
language practitioners from the region and
beyond to share and deliberate on issues and
challenges in language teacher education. For
example, the conference theme for next year is
“The Impact of Technology on Language
Learning and Teaching: What, How and Why.”

Another contribution of RELC to the region is
through sharing and dissemination of research
and new ideas via its own publication. Dr Chan is
currently the editor of the RELC Journal, an
international refereed journal of language
teaching and research which has three
publications in a year. Other publications include
the Portfolio Series, the Anthologies and the
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Grammar Matter Series.

The success story of English education in
Singapore is unique as English has the status of a
first language and is the main medium of
instruction for all subjects starting from primary
to tertiary education.

RELC looks forward to more significant and
viable collaborations with Japan in both language
teacher education and language proficiency
projects.

(Reported by Yukie Endo, editor)
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