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Back to the Basics
- In Recognition of the Contributions made by our Beloved President, Dr. Tanabe —

Yuri Nishihori
Hokkaido Chapter President
Hokkaido University

All the JACET members are joining this author to express our condolences and deep sorrow at the passing of
our beloved President, Dr. Tanabe. One of his greatest contributions to the field of EFL was his radio program on
Basic English aired by NHK. This popular program was produced with Dr. Tanabe’s conscientious attention to the
essential “Basics” for English learning. Millions of youngsters have studied English while listening to his excellent
pronunciation and grammatical explanations. Many English teachers even at the university level, including this
author, have recognized the importance of his program and advised university students to listen to it in order to check
and review their English knowledge.

The following foreword was written just before the President’s passing and has become a parting message of all
our thanks for his contributions to the JACET.

The year 2004 has been full of shocking news, but the worst of all for us teachers has come in its very end, not
to mention the sad news of our president. Two international surveys indicated in succession that Japanese students'
academic skills were declining. This will cause a serious problem for us TEFL teachers in the coming years.

On December 7, the results of PISA  (Program for International ~ Student Assessment)  were released.  This
survey was conducted by OECD (the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development), covering 276,000
students in 41 countries and regions. According to this survey, the academic ability of Japanese students has dropped
from its highest rank.

Last July, about 4,700 first-year high school students took this PISA test in 143 schools throughout Japan. Their
score in reading comprehension was 498, while the average was 500 among other OECD member countries.
Compared to scoring a 522 in the year 2000, Japan’s score dropped 24 points, resulting in a rank decrease from 8th to
14th in the category of reading comprehension. In mathematical applications as well, Japan’s score fell from its first
place rank in 2000 to its current rank in 6th place.  The Ministry of Education, Sports & Science released an analysis
of the PISA data. Although lower reading comprehension rates show that Japan's academic capability may not be the
best in the world, it is still high on an international level.
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On December 14, to add the final blow, the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS,
formerly known as the Third International Mathematics and Science Study) provided reliable and timely data on
students’ mathematics and science achievement from an international perspective. According to this report, the
academic abilities of primary and middle school students in Japan have also declined. Last February, about 4,500
fourth-graders and about 4,800 second-year junior high school students took this test in 150 elementary and 146
junior high schools throughout Japan. The result was even worse: the rank of fourth-graders in science has dropped
from second to third, and that of second-year junior high school students has dropped from 4th to 6th, with a large
decrease in the score.

The results of these two international surveys finally prompted Education Minister Nariaki Nakayama to
address this problem and take necessary measures to improve the situation: The five-day school week system and
decreasing number of school hours have not brought positive results.

TEFL teachers are surely shocked at the prospect that in the near future, if not at this very moment, we will have
to welcome those students with poor academic skills at the university level. Reading comprehension is the very basis
of all academic skills. How can we cope with such students? You might suggest that we screen them out by way of
entrance examinations. However, the reality is not so easy for us.

A severe fact is the decrease in the number of eighteen-year-olds. It is predicted that in the year 2006 the number
of university applicants will be at an all time low; i.e. there will be a decrease of 50,000 students. In other words, the
number of applicants and the likely number of freshmen to be accepted will be almost the same. This means that all
high school students will be able to enroll at some university, as long as they do not have any particular choice.
Simple calculation tells us a dreadful tale: Some 100 ordinary colleges throughout Japan, with an enrollment of
around 500 students, may easily disappear. As a result, the urgent need for university’s to attract 18-year olds and their
parents will become crucial to a university’s survival. There is no choice for us: we will have to accept any students
available.

This is the dawn of a restless future for us TEFL teachers at the university level. Ve will be required to teach a
new group of students who until now would not have been accepted at any level of higher education. e will have to
go back to the basics, not so much for students, but more so for us teachers. We have to go back to the basics of
teaching to be successful in the above situation. We cannot rely on our traditional teaching methods; i.e. reading a
textbook in the classroom. The skill of reading itself is in question. Our job is to review some areas of the high school
curriculum, as well as the materials used, so that we are able to meet the standard of academic skills at the university
level. Our job will be divided into two. We will be running with the hare and hunting with the hounds. What a future
we are facing!

At the dawn of these hard times, however, there may not be so many worries for us JACET members since
there are some projects already underway. One of them is to establish another new study committee; Jugyogaku
Kenkyu linkai, classroom-centered teaching methodology. This will give us great hope and lead us to a brighter
future. In the coming years, let us work to renew the appreciation we have for our profession: back to the basics of
teaching.

There are no words that can adequately express the great sense of loss we feel at the passing of our beloved
president. His hopes and ideas for English language teaching will continue to live on into the future and serve as a
guiding light in the darkness of difficult times.
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Tohoku Chapter Report

Timeline of the Year 2004
1) April 24, 14:00-16:00, Tohoku Gakuin Univ.

Board Meeting
2) June 5, 12:00-17:00, Tohoku Gakuin Univ.

Board Meeting

Annual Chapter Convention

Special Lecture (1) and Symposium
3) September

JACET-Tohoku Newsletter - No. 26 issued
4) October 30, 14:00-17:00,

Tohoku Univ. of Art & Design

Regular Meeting

Paper Presentations (1), (2)
5) December 4, 12:30-17:00,

Tohoku Gakuin Univ.

Board Meeting

Paper Presentations (3), (4) and Special Lecture (2)
6) February, 2005

JACET-Tohoku Newsletter No. 27 (to be issued)
7) March 26, AER Building, Sendai

Board Meeting (to be held)
8) JACET-Tohoku Bulletin No. 1 (to be issued)
I. List of Special Lectures
(1) Yano Yasutaka (Waseda Univ.)

“For What Purpose do We Teach English?:
Recommendations of English as an International
Language”

June 5, 2004, Tohoku Gakuin Univ.
(2) Takahashi Tsuneo (Kyoto Notre Dame Univ.)

“Top-down vs. Bottom-up Reconsidered”

December 3, 2004, Tohoku Gakuin Univ.
I1. Symposium
Theme: Developing Teacher Training
Programs in a New Era of TEFL
Chair: Muranoi Hitoshi
(Tohoku Gakuin Univ.)
Panelists:
Yano Yasutaka (\Waseda Univ.),
Muranoi Hitoshi (Tohoku Gakuin Univ.),
Ishiayma Hitoshi (Miyagi Prefectural Board
of Education)
I1. List of Presentations
(1)**On e-learning”
Holst, Mark (Otaru Univ. of Commerce)

October 30, 2004, Tohoku Univ. of Art & Design
(2) “To Interest Students in English”
Ogata Ryodo (Tohoku Univ. of Art & Design)
October 30, 2004, Tohoku Univ. of Art & Design
(3) “English Phonetics and English Education
: From the Viewpoint of Phonetics Symbols in
Dictionaries”
Nishihara Tetsuo(Miyagi Univ. of Education)
December 4, 2004, Tohoku Gakuin Univ.
(4) “The English Education of the Japanese
and the Strategy”
Sato Kazuaki (Iwaki Meisei Univ.)
December 4, 2004, Tohoku Gakuin Univ.
IV. Publications
(1) JACET-Tohoku Newsletter 26, September issued
(2) JACET-Tohoku Newsletter 27, February, 2005 (to be
issued)
(3) JACET-Tohoku Bulletin No. 1, 2005 (to be issued)

JACET-Tohoku Newsletter 27, including reports of the
lectures and the paper presentations, is going to be issued
in February, 2005.

The preparation for the Bulletin of Tohoku Chapter has
been made by Watanabe Yoshinori (Akita Univ.), Itagaki
Nobuya (Miyagi Univ. of Education), Muranoi Hitoshi
(Tohoku Gakuin Univ.) and Sakuma Yasuyuki
(Fukushima Univ.).

(Muranoi Hitoshi, Tohoku Gakuin Univ. & Okazaki
Kumiko, Miyagi National College of Technology)
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"Paradigm Shifts in the Language Education
Policy Formation Process: Toward Theory
Development™: Robert J. Fouser

"Foreign Language Teaching and Communities
of Practice" ( )

Read-and-Look-Up

Listening

Informational Approach

Error Ontology

TOEFL

-- make up
"'A comparative study of the two prepositions in

Chinese and English—  (he) and WITH"™:
YANG Demin
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Foreign Language Education in Korea:

Historical and Contemporary Contexts
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Speaking Strategy Use and Speaking
Skill of EFL Learners in Bangladesh
Quadir Mst. Moriam(Hiroshima Univ.)
Acquisition of Countable and
Non-countable Structures

H. Ranjan C. Kumare(Hiroshima Univ.)
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Class Project Multicultural Literature 162-0831 55
Scully Etsuko 03 3268-9686
FAX 03 3268-9695
E-mail: jacet@zb3.so-net.ne.jp
http://ww. jacet.org/
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