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The Forms of Language Learning:
Old Dogmas and New Directions.

Guy Cook, University of Reading

Throughout the last (twentieth) century, language
teaching was plagued by changes of fashion and disputes
between rival methodologies. Often, the trouble was caused
by the insensitive application of theories from linguistics and
psychology which did not take account of pedagogic
realities. Many current approaches, however, claim to have
redressed the balance, and to have achieved a more dynamic
and sensitive relationship between theorist and practitioner.
But is this actually the case? Are current directions really
any more balanced, less dogmatic and more permanent than

their predecessors?
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This first part of this paper reflects upon the legacy of
theory-led twentieth-century influences on language
teaching practice. It questions their assumption that native-
speaker use and acquisition are the best models for all
learners. It also questions the notion that language learning
should always focus upon ‘real’ language and activity. In the
modern multilingual world, there should be room for more
customised syllabuses and approaches, which make greater
use of the students’ own language and traditions.

In the second part, it is argued that contrary to current
assumptions, a good deal of authentic language use is
playful: focusing upon sound and grammar rather than
meaning, fiction rather than fact, and ritualistic rather than
transactional communication. An emphasis on these uses of
language would facilitate the attention to language form
needed by many students. This opens the possibility for
language learning activities which are natural and authentic,
but also focus usefully and enjoyably on language structure.

The paper concludes by arguing that teachers need an
awareness of theoretical developments, not in order to be
passive recipients of an intimidating wisdom from above, but

JACE T @13



in order to defend themselves against simplistic ideas, and to
make their own contribution to a complex model of language
teaching in which the latest linguistic theory is only a part.
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1. The Acquisition of English Onglides
by EFL College Students in Korea

Mae-Ran Park, Pukyong National University

This was a joint research done by two more researchers,
the speaker’s colleague Mi-Hui Chuo, and Shin-Shook Lee
at Hoseo University. The subjects were 77 Korean college
freshmen from the same university division with similar
proficiency levels. The experimental group received a short,
intensive pronunciation training consisting of aural, visual
information on how to pronounce the target onglides
correctly, which was followed by practice sessions. The
training was given in three 50-minute sessions in two
consecutive weeks. The control group received no overt
instructions.

The results show that Korean students perceive the
sequences with [y] easier than those with [w], supporting
the finding of Davis and Hammond (1995). The presence of
orthographical information of a given lexical item may play a
key role in accurate pronunciation of some onglides. Word
frequency seems to have an impact, too, as suggested by
Flege et al.(1998) The study indicates that lexical factors
such as frequency and familiarity do influence segmental
production accuracy .

It is interesting to note that although pronunciation
instructions can help students, passive video viewing or
audio listening without active participation in pronunciation
practice does not seem to yield any noticeable change. Dr.
Park also suggested that further research in naturalistic
settings is necessary to determine the acquired accuracy
since most L2 speech intelligibility studies including this one
are conducted under ideal laboratory conditions.

[ Summarized by KOBAYASHI, Hiromi, Bunkyo University ]
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Incidental Learning |2 & /), Mental Lexicon 28fZRL S 41 5
72021E, KRAPEEZ%E %5 7-3, Mental Lexicon %°
s b w9 2 Eid, Vocabulary Acquisition &
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1. Satellite-Mediated Interactive Joint
Class ? Parliamentary Debate
between Distant University Classes

Shiozawa, Yasuko (Shumei University)
Sasaki, Masako ( Akita University,
College of Allied Medical Science)

The authors showed what and how they had given

1812

8>

students of Akita University and Shumei University

through mediating by the Satellite Collaborative System
(SCS) in terms of Distance Education. Students of
Fukushima University participated as audience by way of
the SCS station.

The SCS which is an inter-university satellite network
enables instant and interactive exchange of audiovisual
information between institutions across the country.

The aims of the joint class conducted through
Parliamentary Debate (PD) are as follows: 1) developing
listening and speaking skills, especially persuasive oral
skills, 2) building critical, quick and logical thinking ability,
3) sharing and broaden knowledge and perspectives on a
variety of topics, 4) enhancing empathetic speaking and
listening skills, 5) stimulating each other and raising their
motivation to study English, 6) building confidence and
self-esteem in speaking English in public.

On two class hours for two different days, the students
were to have two different debate rounds on each day. The
topics are: lst day; 1) A grade-speaking system should be
introduced in Japanese high schools (announced before the
class). 2) Cellular phones should be banned on university
campus (given on the spot). 2nd day; 1) Doctor-assisted
suicide should be legalized for terminally-ill patients
(announced before the class). 2} English teachers should
use only English in all professional meetings (given on the
spot ).

These topics were debated among students and the
audience evaluated from the viewpoints of analysis,
reasoning, organization and delivery after each round. It
seemed that the students in the project had enjoyed
exchanging their ideas and listening to what other students

were speaking . (ISHIKAW A Shoichi, Shoin University)

2. ¥EBEENELET CALLIBE
BT H - (FLIESERE k)

CALLY AF LI X 2 EANORY AN IEE 72D
121996 FETH N . BEHBOBOFEIZEEL LTCALL
L2 YAy FRehom AR L TiThbii T &/,
FORFH L) MANDEE & E LB E 2 72 CALL
BT, FENE R ORI EEREYIIEUY) R
T2 r B L Tob->Ta7, FOERIZGKREL S
ZETL> T ETCORBEBMD LT H 727259
EWVI) ZERESIHGBTED, 351, THEE LT
. EF SEEMOII v AL NA &
VCALLBE L BBEOBZEL ORI 417720 LTI
¥OEHIIR ) fIA TR EDZ &,

=7y A=y VIZFIE L CALLIR ¥ TR
V7 27 & LT BBCEED New English Course %
AL, REVEDMADRELIToTnb, V=T 41>
IOV, BT 2MRIEIThT, 77 AL

JACET #fE
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JACE T #12

EnLrHR Lz, F230
HTDT VT SERBERR
R L IERIZOHTT,
RELC., KATE, IATEFL % &
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X, W HEOE M HHk
EBLDTHL, T LI
E, E#ThbL,

IWH SEFOHEE L RIS
INAS > 2o BRDFEENZE
WD XDDHh D,

SRE*EETL Wév&ﬁ?ﬁ&boto O EHINY,
REPITTEAMEELODENRE ER 3 AN/
M7z,

Lok b LRI B

*JACET%?$%&W)J5CL
LTHRZ AN TH 72, RFER FTLHL, EE
KTho, Wil wafwo+$%mutfy¢m
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R, REIIFREMEREROEE LR 5721
w’)Jﬂké%ﬁfJ*"C’C’éﬂf_o LA, #HERD. 4%1‘,}.07*;;%!8 N
Lo THOWEEIZ BN vy KERMEET L2 &
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1. Teaching English in a World of
Continual Change

Gloria Poedjosoedarmo, REL.C

Dr. Poedjosoedarmo first pointed out that the changes in
the field of technology affect many aspects of life. Then she
lectured on changes that are having a global effect, how
these changes are affecting change in languages and
language use, and what the consequences are for language
teaching, especially English.

After reviewing how methods of long-distance communi-
cation like telegram in the past century have affected the
form of the English language, she talked about two current
means of long-distance communication which have had a
recognized impact upon the English language — e-mail and
mobile phone messaging.

She examined actual examples of both types of messages
and conclued that, although some features of the form of the
message are due to constraints imposed by the medium, the
forms the language in the messages take also vary according
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to audience and function of the message. This implies that in
teaching students to construct such messages language
teachers must also take into account two factors — one, the
restrictions imposed by the medium, and two, the audience
and the function of the message.

(Yasukata YANO, Waseda University)

DL AN
2-1 EREHEOR T, $XLREETNORE
<ERIES (FO-/\)) HEHRSE>

Al IEEE RIAG (RiEEE AT
REE FHHELAT (KBRS

WE%Y ﬁiﬁi%? §F )

[Ed 14 2000 £ % [ PO TILERRE ] & L, LI [ iR
DF-EL DO EIJERNOTLIER 106E] *
TTOLIENS, ERHEL LD IRTH L LDk
Lo FNEZFTC, 2072 hR=-ADFEEHFIC
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3. Building Bridges between
Simulations and Language

Mark R. Freiermuth (University of Aizu)

Classroom ESP (English for Specific Purposes) foci often
complement objectives for running simulations. Simulations
are designed activities, which mimic real life situations,
allowing learners to connect with the world outside of the
language learning classroom. Well-reasoned ESP curricula
should also be concerned about students’ ability to use
language appropriate to address “real world” requirements
of content-specific coursework and, ultimately, the
workplace. With these ideals in mind, a simulation was run
at the University of Aizu that was intended to address
writing needs of third year students enrolled in technical
writing. For one assignment, students were required to
write a technical proposal, which consisted of four parts: a
summary, introduction, discussion and recommendation.
To elicit apropos language elements, the simulation required
students employed at a mock-construction company to work
in project teams. Each team built a bridge out of paper, and
then, wrote a team proposal attempting to convince their
manager (the teacher) why their bridge represented a
superior model when compared to the finished products of
other teams (Coleman, 1994).

The debriefing questionnaire revealed that students not
only understood the goals of the bridge building activity and
the writing task that followed, but were highly motivated by
the task. Students also experienced some of the joys and
frustrations that come when working in teams.

At the JACET convention in Sapporo, grouped workshop
participants had the chance to experience building bridges
out of paper for themselves. Teachers got a firsthand look at
some of the difficulties and rewards associated with building
a bridge as a team. It is hoped that participants also got a
taste of the features that make simulations an attractive
component of language learning curriculum.

{Mark R. Frelermuth, University of Aizu)
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Teaching and Learning English
as a Global Language

>R L4)

Guy Cook

(University of Reading, UK)
Gloria Poedjasoedarmo

(RELC, Singapore)

Yoji Tanabe (Waseda University)
Coordinator: Katsunosuke Namita

(Hokkaido Information University)

Speakers:

The word global began to be associated with English c.
1996-7 because of the buzzword status of global and global-
(Tom McArthur, 1998)
intended to stimulate constructive debate about the English

1zation . The symposium was
language and its role, and the changes in English language
teaching in the 21st century .

Prof. Cook argued that the continuing growth of English
in size and distribution, with a concomitant qualitative leap
in the expertise and distinctiveness of many of its non-native
speakers, means that its teaching and learning must now be
approached quite differently from that of other languages.
Narrow criteria of conformity to native models must be
abandoned, and replaced with new ones of expertise and
effectiveness in international communication. Many millions
of people use English on a daily basis as an additional
language, and many of them use it more effectively, articu-
lately, and expressively than many native speakers. These
people should no longer be excluded as ‘foreign’ or ‘second’
language speakers of English, but rather held up as the best
models for the contemporary learner.

Dr Poedjosoedarm began by summarizing the role of
English in each of the four Asian countries where she has
Indonesia, Brunei,

taught the language: the Philippines,

and Singapore. In Singapore, English is the medium of
education and the only language which can almost always be
used in interpersonal communication. Because it is used so
frequently within the country, Singapore English has taken
on some unique characteristics. What has happened to
English in Singapore may foreshadow some of the things
that are likely to happen to English as a global language, as it
is used by more and more people from diverse linguistic and
cultural backgrounds.

Prof . Tanabe focused his talk on the interpretation of the
word ‘global,” pointing out that the concept ‘local’ can be
interpreted differently depending upon the people with
different cultures. In his analysis of the various interpreta-
tions, Prof. Tanabe listed ten sets of contrastive adjectives:
global vs local, international vs national/identified, open vs
closed, open vs closed, external/international vs internal/

intranational, general/universal vs specific/professional/

academic, holistic vs analytic, common vs special, practical
vs sophisticate/artistic, uneducated vs educated, and bad vs
good. We should take these into consideration in teaching.
After a discussion among the panel members, questions
from the floor followed, mainly about the relation between
language and culture/ethnicity, intelligibility and the setting
of standards, decreased use of endangered languages, and
SO on.
(Katsunosuke NAMITA, Hokkaido Information University )
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