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Applications of Word Associations in
Language Testing
Ms. Tess Fitzpatrick

Centre for Applied Language Studies
University of Wales, Swansea

There are many occasions where teachers need to
assess the language abilily or the language
their
department they have a special interest in

potential of learners. In her
trying to devise computer—based tests, which
are quick and easy to use for both the teacher
and the student

the potential applications of word association

They are also interested in

techniques in L2 testing.

Her paper discussed the design and application
of a new test of language learners’ productive
vocabulary. The test used word association
techniques to explore the learner’ s active 1.2
lexicon, requiring subjects to produce a set of
single word responses to a series of prompt
words.  The set of words produced by each
subject was then processed, and an association
profile was produced for each sub ject, based on

the number of infrequent words they produce.

An indication of productive vocabulary size is
extremely useful to the language teacher, from
both a diagnostic and a proficiency assessment
point of view. Experiments to determine the
validity and reliability of the Lex30 test have

produced encouraging results. The test
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described may provide a very economical and
rapid way of measuring productive vocabulary
within the practical context of the language

learning environment.

(Yuji Nakamura Tokyo Keizai Univ. )
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JACET KYOTO SEMINAR 2000

Host : JACET Kansai Chapter
(KPR ) B G
Sponsors : Maruzen,
Cambridge University Press
Oxford University Press
Pearson Education
The British Council
Date and Time : Oct. 28 (Sat), 2000(10:30-19:00)
Oct. 29 (Sun) (9:30-17:00)
Place : Kyoto International Hall
(Takaragaike, Sakyo—ku, Kyoto City)
EIbARE Bty
RUEBIT/E K E L Tel. 075-705-1284)
Theme : ‘English Dictionaries
—Today and Tomorrow’
Participation Fee:
Members and Students ¥10, 000
Others Y13, 000
(including reception in the evening)
Send money at Post Office to 00990-8-80476
Daigaku Eigo Kyoiku Gakkai Kansai Shibu or
KV 2 30
Registration up to 70 people
(First—come, first— served basis)
Deadline: October 18 (Wed).
We will not confirm receipt of payment if your
registration is accepted as within capacity
Contact: Prof. M. Toyotaat Kyoto Univ. Graduate
School
Tel: 075-753-2802 Fax: 075-761-0692

JACET #fg




F-mail :mtoyota@ip. media. kyoto—u. ac. jp

Programme:
Sat. 28 October
9.30-10. 30 Registration
10. 30-10. 40 Opening Remarks
10:40-12:00 " English Dictionaries in Japan -
Past, Present and Future’
Prof. Yoshihiko lkegami, (#f F-55:%)
Showa Women’ s Lniv.
12. 00-14. 00 Lunch
14. 00-15. 00
"What’ s the Difinition of Dictionary?
Mr. Stephen Bullon,
Managing Editor, lLongman Dictionaries,
Pearson Education
15. 10-15. 40
"Meaning in the Dictionary’
(HILIRE)
Kobe City Lniv. of Foreign Studies
15. 40-16. 30 Tea
16.30-17.30 A Dictionary for Journalists
Ms. Miki Ebara (EERD ,
NHK TV. Chief Announcer
18. 00-19. 30 Reception

Prof. Kensei Sugiyama

Sunday 29 October
9.30-10. 30 Title to be confirmed
Ms. Salley Wehmeier,
[iditor of the Sixth Edition of
Oxford Advanced Learner’ s
Dictionary, Oxford Univ. Press
10. 30-11. 00 Coffee
11.00-12. 00 *Grammar and Frequency in the
Dictionary
Prof. Geoffrey N. Leech,
Univ. of Lancaster
12.00-13. 00 Lunch
13. 00-14. 00’ How can you get the most out of
a learner’ s dictionary on CD-ROM?’
Mr. Patrick Gillard,
Senior Commissioning [ditor,
ELT Dictionaries & References,
Cambridge Universitly Press
14. 10-14. 40 "Usage in the Dictionary’

JACET &{E

<11 >

Prof. Tokumi Kodama ( Efi%) ,
Ritsumeikan University

14. 40-15. 30 Tea

15.30-16. 50 Colloquium:

"An Ideal ELT Dictionary forthe Japanese

Mr. Stephen Bullon,
Ms. Sally Wehmeier,
Mr. Patrick Gillard
Prof. Yoshihiko Ikegami (i t-5%%)

16. 50-17. 00 Closing Remarks
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Position Available

Edogawa Women’ s Junior College
(Next year as Edogawa Junior College)

EWJC wantls to recruit one or two qualified
part—time instructors with a degree in TESOL.
Teaching assignment starts on April 1, 2001.
They are asked to come to school twice a week.
Candidates should be no more than 40 years of age.
Send your recent photo and your resume with a
suitable amount of prolessional/academic
experience and a demonstrated record of

achievement in their academic specialty.
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Write to the following address before October 31,
2000, enclosing a stamped, self-addressed
envelope:

Fnglish Faculty Recruitment

Edogawa Women™ s Junior College

474 Komaki, \Nagareyama, Chiba Pref. 270-0198
No inquiries by telephone, fax, or email will
be accepted.
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