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Beyond disciplines, domains, and languages:
Theory and practice of applied linguistics in,
with, and for a changing society

Daniel Perrin
(Zurich U. of Applied Sciences, AILA President)

JACET @5
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Marlies Whitehouse
(Zurich U. of Applied Sciences, AILA Treasurer)

Transgressing boundaries between disciplines,
research fields, and epistemologies has long been
considered a promising way to get to grips with real-
world problems and to “accommodate and
understand the fluidity and flexibility required to
embrace diversity” (JACET 2019 Conference
outline). Starting in the early 1960s in pedagogy and
natural sciences, key concepts of transdisciplinarity
have developed into drivers of applied research in
social sciences and, more recently, in applied
linguistics.

On closer examination, however, it becomes
obvious that principles of transdisciplinarity, such
as translating between academics’ and practitioners’
languages (Maguire, 2015), have always been at the
core of applied linguistics. Understanding and
critically discussing both the current state and
potential directions of transdisciplinary research “on,
for, and with practitioners” (Cameron et al., 1992,
22) can help us develop sustainable solutions to
socially relevant problems (Perrin, 2018).

Based on two decades of text production

research in professional settings such as education,
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but also media and finance and their “language of
numbers” (Whitehouse, 2018), this keynote presents
and critically discusses key principles of
transdisciplinary research in applied linguistics.
Findings
linguistics with transdisciplinarity can result in

show that combining applied

advantages on two levels: From a product
perspective, collaborating with practitioners
benefits both practical and theoretical outcomes.
From a process perspective, applied linguists’
knowledge of mediating between languages enables
and intensifies collaboration throughout research
projects. This fosters mutual learning — and
contributes to positioning applied linguists as strong
players in mixed research teams facing a rapidly

changing, ‘trans’ paradigmatic world.

[EFAE 2]

ELT Research Revisited: A Soft Systems
Approach

Akira Tajino
(Nagoya U. of Foreign Studies)
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Multimodal
to Content and Language

Translanguaging and
Approaches
Integrated Learning (CLIL): Innovating with

JACET #f3
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the Multimodalities-Entextualization Cycle
(MEC)

Angel M. Y. Lin
(Simon Fraser U.)

Content and Language Integrated Learning
(CLIL) is a rapidly growing area of research and
practice in many parts of the world, especially in
Europe and Asia where many schools and
universities are using CLIL as a way to integrate
content learning with the learning of English-as-an-
additional language. However, how do we help
students to make ‘alien’ words and foreign ways of
speaking/writing/thinking in foreign/additional
languages/academic registers their own? In this
presentation, I shall describe how translanguaging
(Garci and Li, 2014) and multimodal approaches
(Danielsson, 2016) can facilitate students’ expansion
of their communicative repertoires to gradually
make foreign ways of speaking/writing/registers
their own. I shall discuss how teachers can design
spaces for translanguaging and trans-semiotizing
(Lin 2015) and spaces for target language/register
use in the different stages of a curriculum genre
(Rothery 1996). The Multimodalities-
Extextualization Cycle (MEC) was proposed as a
specific curriculum genre to achieve this aim (Lin
2015, 2016). While Stages 1 and 2 in the MEC allow
for the uninterrupted flow of meaning-making and
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pedagogical support through translanguaging and
trans-semiotizing, the third stage allows students to
have a space to practise orienting their meaning
making towards the discourse and cultural patterns
required by the school and academia for successful
participation in future assessment tasks and for
expanding their communicative repertoires. In this
stage, scaffolding needs to be provided (e.g. useful
vocabulary, sentence patterns, writing/speaking
starters). The MEC in principle can be reiterated
without an end-point to emphasize the equal
importance of all the multiple linguistic and
multimodal resources. The MEC is thus proposed as
a heuristic tool for CLIL educators to think about
how to design systematic scaffolding in Content-

based language education and CLIL classrooms.

[ReA R ATE]

Writing Assessment Literacy for the

Classroom

Paul Kei Matsuda
(Arizona State U.)

Assessment literacy is important not only in
evaluating student performance but also in
language and literacy

facilitating  students’

JACET w5

development. The discussion of writing assessment,
however, tends to be based on assumptions for large-
scale testing. In this presentation, I will discuss the
importance of developing writing assessment
literacy specifically for the classroom in order to
maximize student learning. I will begin by providing
a general overview of assessment literacy, followed
by the discussion of writing assessment literacy that
is commonly presented to teachers. I will then
consider the difference between standardized test of
writing and classroom assessment of writing.
Finally, I will present various strategies for
classroom writing assessment that can reduce the
workload for the teachers while increasing
Instructional effectiveness. Some of the strategies
include the use of primary trait grading, broad
scoring, and frequent and low-stakes assessment.
This presentation will conclude with an interactive
Q & A session.

[ RO T A1)

JAAL-in-JACET
Linguistics Today
Chair: Chitose Asaoka (Dokkyo U.)
Daniel Perrin (Zurich U. of Applied Sciences)
Paul Kei Matsuda (Arizona State U.)
and Masaki Oda (Tamagawa U.)

Symposium Applied

Since its establishment as an AILA affiliate
representing Japan, JAAL-in-JACET has been
playing an important role in promoting applied
linguistics in Japan, including the 12 AILA World
Congress at Waseda University JACET hosted in
1999. Commemorating the twentieth anniversary of
the first AILA convention in Asia, the panelists will
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reflect on the developments of applied linguistics in
Europe, North America and Japan with a special
attention to (but not limited to) the following issues;
1)Applied Linguistics and its interdisciplinarity.
2)English Language Teaching and Applied
Linguistics

3)Fostering applied linguists in a changing society.
Each panelist will give 20 minutes presentation
focusing on the three issues, and discuss the role of
applied linguistics in society and hope to come up
with the direction JAAL-in-JACET will follow in the

next decades.

[&fEs v ROT 2]

Borderless English education using ICT:

What English teachers can do in the cloud and
Al computing era?

Chair: Manabu Yoshihara (Tokyo Keizai U.)

Atsutomo Shinada (VERSIONZ Inc.)

Masayuki Murakami (Osaka U.)

Yukinari Shimoyama (Toyo Gakuen U.)
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Intercultural Communicative Competence
and the Evaluation of English Ability

Yoko Kurahashi

(Tokai Gakuen U.)
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English Education for Generation Z and
Beyond

(Chair): Tadashi Shiozawa (Chubu U.)

Tomiko Komiya (Okazaki Women'’s Junior C.)

YasumiMurata (Meijo U.)
Yasuhiro Fujiwara (Meijo U.)
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Deep Learning vs. Deep Active Learning: New
Approaches to English Education in a

Changing Society
Hitoshi Isahara (Toyohashi U. of Technology)
Shin’ichiro Ishikawa (Kobe U.)

Deep lLearning (DL) and Deep Active
Learning (DAL) are the two keywords in the fields
of engineering and education and they will give us a
clue to think about a new direction in English
education in a changing society. In this seminar,
firstly, Dr. Isahara introduces basic ideas and
concepts behind DL and Artificial Intelligence (AD),
and explains current status of DL-based machine
translation system, i.e. neural machine translation
(NMT). Isahara also discusses necessity of second
language education in the future and surveys how
DL and NMT contribute to better language learning
and teaching. Next, Dr. Ishikawa talks about how
college English teachers can make students
experience DAL in their English learning. Based on
his own teaching practices, Ishikawa suggests that
combination of three teaching principles, CLIL
(content and language integrated learning), ELF
(English as a lingua franca), and CL (cooperative
learning) leads students to think more critically and
creatively about various topics around them.
Following two talks, we have a Q & A session and
discuss what DL/ DAL can do and what they cannot

do for language learners.
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Gamifying (B& for
Language Learning: Engaging Students in

Grammar Games

Learning through GIGvaganza (Get into
Grammar) in ECER Programme

Noor Azlinda Zainal Abidin

(Universitiy Malaysia Pahang, MELTA)

Gamifying in language learning is not
something new in English language teaching.
Teachers have put much efforts in ensuring fun
learning is created to motivate students in learning.
Learning thus does not end in the classroom but it
has to be done outside class hours as well. In
engaging the students in language learning,
GIGvaganza was introduced as one of the modules
for Empower Programme which was funded by East
Coast Economic Region (ECER). The study was
carried out to find out the impact of this programme
towards the students in Kuantan district who are
mvolved in this programme. Interviews were
conducted to students and teachers in schools after
the completion of the programme and it was
analyzed by using thematic analysis. Results have
shown that GIGvaganza has a positive impact on
students’ learning. GIGvaganza does not only assist
learning in Grammar but holistically, it changes
their view on learning as learning itself becomes

more meaningful with GIGvaganza.

EFL Learners’ Activity Involvement with
Online Translation Learning System

Yulin Chen

(Yuan Ze U., ETA-ROC)
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This study aims to investigate if utilizing
online translation learning system in an English-
Chinese Translation course could increase students’
activity involvement.  Participants were EFL
college leaners who major in English in a University
in Taiwan. Theories guiding this investigation
included Social Constructivist Approach and
Cooperative Learning to describe language learners’
learning attitude and their activity involvement. A
5-point Likert-scale questionnaire was used to
collect the data. The questionnaire data was
analyzed quantitatively to explore the students’
English to Chinese translation activity involvement
of Taiwanese undergraduate students, and the
correlation between their online cooperative
learning experience. The researcher conducted
correlation coefficient and regression analysis to
analyze the data. The final data indicates utilizing
the online translation learning system has positive
and significant correlation with students’ activity
involvement. This final analysis could also act as one
of the exploratory studies for researchers who are
interested in the field of translation teaching and
learning. Hence this study could also provide a
guideline for EFL instructors to offer more
pedagogical implications to benefit learning
experience and enhance the learning involvement of

EFL students in translation courses.

A Study of Repair Sequences and the Use of

‘Okay’ in Preteachers TETE (teaching
English through English) Mock-teaching

Jina Lee

(Sangmyung U., ALAK)

JACET w5

This is an on-going discourse analysis of pre-
teachers’ TETE mock-teaching. TETE mock-
teaching is a required course activity in an English
teacher-training program at a college of education in
Seoul, Korea. The goal of this research is to
investigate how the students in pre-service teacher
training course are structuring their discourse and
monitoring themselves in mock-teaching activities.
Therefore, my analysis mainly focuses on the pre-
teachers’ talk rather than the potential students’
talk. The fifteen-minute mock-teaching activity of
each student was video recorded. Ten video recorded
data were randomly chosen for this research, and
analysis

adopting  conversation

In  mock-teaching, the

transcribed
conventions. student
performing mock-teaching acts as a teacher, and
other students listening to the mock-teaching act as
the potential students of the performer, i.e. the pre-
teacher. The outstanding interactional structures
in the data were repair sequences, repetition, and
reactive expressions. First, most of the repetition
patterns were found as a pair part of repair
sequences, and the main function of repair
sequences was analyzed as a self-monitoring action
of the pre-teachers. Although the discourse data was
not a genuine type of classroom interaction,
Vygotskin  regulatory  functions
throughout the data, that is, other- and self-

appeared

regulatory functions of language. Second, ‘okay’ was
the most frequently observed type of reactive
expressions. Four structural and interpersonal
functions of ‘okay’ were found as follows: (1)
signaling speaker designation in turn initial position
in brief vocalization with falling pitch; (2) checking
student(s)’s comprehension and encouraging of class

participation in Q-A sequence or in turn final
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displaying prolonged rising tonal contour; (3)
functioning as a negative feedback in other-initiated
repair sequences with rising tonal contour; and (4)
closing the current action or class activity and

opening the next action or teaching points.

Infusing a Global Competence Perspective
into Your Curriculum

Wayne Anthony Malcolm

(Fukui U. of Technology, JALT)

Japan’s businesses are demanding more from
universities in how the higher education system
develops global human resources (global jinzai)
ready to compete In a vigorous International
marketplace. This presentation highlights the need
to define and assess the global competence of these
human resources who will be invaluable in not only
shaping the growth trajectory of businesses, but also
the future of Japanese society. Along with
describing the term global competence, the
presenter will discuss ways to infuse a global
competence perspective into the curriculum of
college and wuniversity language programs.
Language teachers in general have a particular
responsibility because being a globally competent
person requires proficiency in a foreign language.
English being a lingua franca for business,
commerce, science, travel, etc. means that English
language programs should be aware of global
competence and how to create classes, materials,
and curriculum programs that incorporate the
tenets of this concept/set of skills. The information in
this presentation is based on a qualitative
instrumental case study that was completed at a

Japanese national university that received a five-
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year grant for curriculum reform that included
changes to the English language program, and
methods of encouragement for students to study
abroad. Interviews were done, documents collected,
a survey given, and literature reviewed. One of the
main research questions was if businesses valued
study abroad as a means to create globally
competent recruits ready to help businesses succeed.
Another avenue of inquiry was how students
who studied abroad for one-year understood the
term global competence. In both cases the
conclusions were varied and pointed to indifference
more than anything else. Through interviews with
participants it was clear that the university was not
using any understanding of global competence as a
guiding tool when implementing changes to
curricula or study abroad programs. The hope is this
presentation will be more of an interactive
discussion where the presenter and participants can
exchange experiences and ideas regarding global
competence and how to effectively incorporate the

concept and skill sets into programs.

Lexical bundles in ESL

engineering prospective students’ writing

science and

according to proficiency levels
Daehyeon Nam
(Ulsan National Institute of Science and
Technology, KATE)

Recently,

teaching practitioners and researchers have become

second and foreign language

increasingly interested in the creation of learner
corpora and the pedagogical use of them. Studies
have shown that learner corpora have made a
significant

contribution to second language
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acquisition research. In tandem with the recent
attention to EAP in higher education, the analysis of
the L2 writers’ writing within academic context has
been one of the focuses of corpus studies. However,
there are few studies about the writings of college
students whose majors are within specific academic
disciplines, for example, science and engineering.
The purposes of the current study, therefore, is
threefold: (1) creating an L2 writing corpus of
science and engineering college students; (2)
identifying structural and functional characteristics
of the writings according to the students’ proficiency
levels; and (3) suggesting pedagogical implications
of writing instructions for the science and
engineering students. To create the study corpus,
argumentative essays of placement tests
contributed by Korean college students who are
accepted to a science and engineering institution are
collected. The essays are graded based on a
standardized test rubric to be able to compare and
contrast the writing characteristics according to the
students’ proficiency levels. Specifically, to identify
the stylistic characteristics and discourse
organization of the writing, the distribution of
structural and functional lexical bundle categories is
examined. Then a series of statistical analyses of the
lexical bundle frequency is conducted to confirm any
similarities and differences, if any, among the
writings of the prospective science and engineering
students. A pedagogical and pragmatic implication
can be also suggested to improve L2 writing quality:
the use of hedging; overstating tone; proper use of
lexical bundles for the proper argumentative

writing.
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English Education in the midst of Drastic
Change in Thailand

Paneeta Nitayaphorn

(Thai Airways International (Plc.) Co. Ltd, Thai

TESOL)

Over the years, a huge surge of exceptional
changes has been swept through ELT communities.
With a great influence of technological evolution
along with the globalization of English language, we,
educators and practitioners, have been forced to re-
define the concept of language learning and
teaching and to creatively design and develop
effective teaching and learning platforms to
overcome diversities and reassure of quality
language education. It is to thrive on cultivating our
young generations to be globally competitive and to
prepare them for a unique demand of an
unpredictable dynamic of the borderless futuristic
world. Thailand is one of the countries in Asia that
the government has immensely emphasized on the
necessity of education which leads to substantial
reform of the entire system. Apparently, English
language teaching and learning is one of the
essentials of the reform roadmap which teachers’
professional development is truly prominence.
Therefore, an enormous amount of budget has been
invested on initiatives and projects which are to
catalyze the increase of competitiveness ability and
the degree of learning achievement of young
generations, as well as to assist ELT teachers to
effectively respond to the challenge and efficiently
handle the speedy change. Nonetheless, the
readiness of ELT teachers to face the complexities of
the change which truly affects language teaching

and learning process, the abrupt rectification of
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national education policy, the unique characteristics
of learners’ generations in dealing with learning,
and the reaction of the parents towards the
transformations of teaching and learning means
and practices remain questionable. In the session, a
portrait of an overview  of current ELT situations
in Thailand will be illustrated. Also, policies and
some of inmitiatives and projects which have been

reinforced into the system will be discussed.

Educating English Major Undergraduates for
Their Future Development: A Chinese Model
Lianggong Luo

(Central China Normal U., CELEA)

The running of undergraduate programs for
English majors in non-English speaking countries
usually involves a controversy over its objectives:
to develop students’ ability in using the language as
a tool, especially in using the language for special
purposes, or to enhance their quality in arts and
humanities, or to enable students to meet the career
requirements immediately after graduation with a
BA. A survey of Chinese history of the
English

demonstrates that different objectives have led to

undergraduate major program
different orientations of undergraduate English
major programs as vocational training or academic
education, as one of the students’ developing stages
or the one-for-all academic training in terms of
students’ academic and career development.
Chinese colleges and universities are now endeavor
to re-position the undergraduate English major
program as a basic academic phase for students’

future learning through career or further academic

study. This helps distinguish the undergraduate
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English major program from vocational training
and graduate school, and gives an answer to the
question: how can the undergraduate program for
English majors interact to the students’ future
career and further education as graduates in or out
of fields based on English. This paper proposes a
humanities-based and future-oriented educational
model for the undergraduate English major, and
believes that the undergraduate program for the
English major shall be based on the integration of
students’ language ability development and their
humanities quality enhancement. These two are
equally important for the students’ future
development while humanities shall be used as
drive for students’ English ability development, and
thus a contentbased or humanities-based
educational model instead of language ability-
oriented model shall be encouraged. Therefore, it is
necessary to re-examine the designing of the
curricula and courses and course books to match the
major orientation. This paper will also refer to some
cases to illustrate the theory and practice in the

reform of the undergraduate English major in
China.

Englishes in TESOL teacher-education

programme: From the Unequal Englishes
perspective

Roby Marlina

(SEAMEO-Regional Language Centre, RELC)

It has been widely established that the global
spread of English and the status of English as an
international language have challenged the
monolithic conceptualisation and perspective of

English, its user, and its culture. English is now
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conceptualised as a plurilithic language, used by
people from diverse lingua-cultural backgrounds
who naturally bring their own linguistic practices,
resources, and cultural norms into their use of
English. In response to this, applied linguists have
called for the urgent need to raise teachers’
awareness of different varieties of world Englishes.
Recently, TESOL  teacher-education
programmes have attempted to incorporate a topic,

many

a module, a course, or even an entire programme on
World Englishes (WE), English as a Lingua Franca
(ELF), English as an International Language (EIL),
or Global Englishes (GE) (Marlina, 2014; Matsuda,
2017). Although some empirical studies have, to a
large extent, revealed the positive impact of being
engaged in a WE/ELF/EIL/GE-oriented lesson,
course, or programme on pre-/in-service teachers’
perceptions/attitudes towards world Englishes and
their users, the ways in which these Englishes are
constructed still remain critically unexplored. This
paper, undergirded by the Unequal Englishes
perspective, attempts to explore how those
Englishes are constructed by in-service teachers in a
TESOL professional development program from a
particular educational institution in Singapore.
Since English language education provides a
pedagogical space in which linguistic, cultural, social,
and racial differences meet, this paper argues that
the ways in which these Englishes are ‘unequally
constructed’ or ‘politicised’, need to be taken into
consideration in TESOL teacher education
programmes that aim to raise awareness of the

pluricentricity of English and its users.
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How To Foster Students’ English Skills For
Study Abroad

Yuichi Nishijima (Kanazawa U.)

Yuichi Tagane (Akita International U.)

Hirobumi Matsumoto (Tamagawa U.)

Shuken Shiozaki (Eiken Foundation of Japan)
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Students and the TOEIC ® tests contents:

comparison with the Course of Study, and
Investigation based on past test results

Satoko Shimoyama

(The Institute for International Business

Communication)
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A3 TlIE, TOEIC ® Listening & Reading test
(L&R) }% O TOEIC ® Speaking & Writing tests
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Partnering with a CEFR-based global brand
Tomoe Aoyama (Cambridge Assessment English)
Tomomi Katsuki (Cambridge University Press)
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Next Ten Year’s Education
Hirofumi Matsumura (EnglishCentral KK)
Katsuo Hada (SEIBIDO PUBLISHING
CO.LTD.)
Kumiko Obino (Interact Japan, Inc.)
Yuki Toyono (CHIeru Co., Ltd)
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Four Skills Assessment
Chair: Naoko Ozeki (Meiji U.)
Fumihito Ando (Waseda U.)
Norifumi Ueda (Komazawa U.)
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How to Write Qualitative Research Papers:
An Introduction
Masuko Miyahara (International Christian U.)

Generally speaking, qualitative research in
applied linguistics and language learning research
has gained much prominence over the past few
decades. Contrary to this popularity, however, both
novice and experienced researchers struggle in their
attempts to transfer the rich data of their research
experiences into written product. This workshop
thus pays particular attention to the writing part of
qualitative research. Rather than focusing on, for
instance, how to plan, collect or analyze data, the
workshop aims to provide some practical tips on
how to write about these areas in the qualitative
paradigm. In this introductory session, the primary
focus will be on how the principles of doing

JACET w5

qualitative research are realized in the writing
process, the structure and the organization of the

paper.

An Exploration of Motivating Factors of

Japanese College EFL Learners to Promote

Learner Autonomy with ICT Facilitated
Tasks

Joint Researchers:

Shingo Matsumiya (Otemon Gakuin U.)

Emi Davis (Otemon Gakuin U.)

Mariko Matsubara (Otemon Gakuin U.)

Megumi Hara (Otemon Gakuin U.)

This study is a pedagogical assessment and
evaluation of the effectiveness of e-learning
courseware, ABLish, developed by Chieru Co., Ltd.
ABlish offers up-to-date English news three times a
week and a library of over 7000 news articles from
the previous five years. It also hosts various
communication platforms for learners. Otemon
Gakuin University has been using ABLish as a part
of EFL teaching/learning resources and has found
that it increases students’ motivation and autonomy
in their English learning.

As the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology (MEXT) in Japan has been
vigorously encouraging all educational institutes to
provide learners with more active learning
opportunities, it is necessary to measure the value of
utilizing learning courseware such as ABLish.

It i1s also important to address how such
learning courseware can enhance learners’
motivation from the viewpoint of utilizing ICTs in
EFL classes since this is another skill that learners

are expected to develop.

<23> 3251



The study employs a  pre-and-post
questionnaire survey to assess how learners’
attitudes towards English learning changes
throughout the Spring semester in 2019 in selected
classes at Otemon Gakuin University. ABLish will
be an integral part of the EFL learning material. As
a comparative measure, an equivalent number of
classes will be taught via a conventional textbook
approach and will be assessed with the same

questionnaire.

(B2 ERRRE  (English Central)]

The development of an online-vocabulary
program that ensures vocabulary review with
expanding test ranges and self-scoring
speaking and spelling tests.

Stuart McLean (Osaka Jogakuin C.)

Nakata (2011) lists design features that
empirical research suggests contribute to ideal
vocabulary learning. While research can inform
classroom activities, implementing research fi
ndings in pedagogical settings is often problematic.
This presentation describes the creation and
implementation of a research-based institution-
wide vocabulary learning program that integrates
online out-of-class learning with in-class self-
marking spelling and speaking vocabulary tests.
The presentation also describes the steps taken to
overcome the implementation challenges
experienced.

The online vocabulary program allows
teachers to select the range of vocabulary which
students study over a semester or academic year.

Teachers can also select general English and/or

JACET w5

specialized word lists for learners to study. In line
with research findings, students learn both words
and phrases in context using 1.2 definitions, and
difficult
retrieval modes using both orthographic and

with presentation and increasingly

phonological forms.

Uniquely, the vocabulary program ensures the
review of vocabulary by presenting new lexical
items mixed among those that require review at a
ratio of 1:4. Students can remove mastered lexical
items after correctly producing the orographic and
phonological form once, otherwise the program
implements adaptive sequencing and spaced
retrieval ensuring that learners experience multiple
retrievals of lexical items.

Most critically, to motivate learners to use and
review previously learned vocabulary, the
vocabulary program produces weekly vocabulary
tests based on an expanding test range. Each week's
test range includes five items from the most recent
week's new lexical items and five items from lexical
items first learned in previous weeks. The online
tests automatically assess students’ ability to recall
both orographic and phonological forms and allow
teachers to download weekly tests scores.

Results show that students’ knowledge of
high-frequency words significantly increased. More
importantly, relative to previous years students,
those who used the online vocabulary program
significantly increased their knowledge of high-
frequency vocabulary.

[R¥EFFEEEFS JACET)
% 59 [H] (2020 ) EEEAE]
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“Well-being” in English Education: Discovering the

Possibilities for Learners, Teachers, and Society
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Abstract:

Why do we learn? It is primarily because
learning can lead to happiness and well-being. The
agents of learning who strive for this well-being are,
of course, the learners and the teachers within
society. In EFL contexts such as Japan and many
Asian countries, though foreign language learning
opportunities are diversifying, learning occurs most
often in the classroom. Therefore, both the learners
and the teachers should know how to learn and
grow together. Much of the research in foreign
language education has aimed at this lofty goal.

In recent years, as the field of foreign language
education has flourished, eyes are turning towards
a multitude of issues including curriculum reform,
technological development, and quality assurance in
education. This may be an appropriate time to stop
and take stock of the developments in the fields of
applied linguistics and language education and to
reevaluate the basics and fundamentals.

At the 59th JACET International Convention

(Kyoto, 2020), we welcome researchers and
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practitioners from a diverse range of fields, such as
educational psychology, methodological research,
curriculum design, educational engineering, teacher
education, evaluation, instructional design and
more, to come together and reconsider the well-
being of learners, teachers, as well as society as a
whole through lively debate and to further the
discussion on the nature of foreign language

education.
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Spllaric]
Opening heavy doors with little keys
Daniel Perrin, President, International

Association of Applied Linguistics

“A very little key will open a very heavy door”
— this quote from Charles Dickens bedecked the
abstract of JACET’s 58th International Convention.

JACET w5

What an exciting metaphor; and what a comforting
and relaxing one. Little keys fit into light luggage.
They can be taken everywhere and are always at
hand if needed. Heavy doors, in contrast, are almost
immovable. They often shelter, hide, and protect
precious worlds. Behind closed doors of the heavy
kind is where things happen that only few are
allowed to take part in: the exclusive world, the
secret one. Hence the very heavy door, the secure
lock. And hence the power of keys in the hands of
those who know how to use them.

How does this metaphor relate to Applied
Linguistics and to JACETs 58th International
Convention? The answer could be found right at the
convention itself. It became tangible within,
between, and beyond the presentations that
attracted established and novice experts from a
disciplines and
professional fields. Excitingly enough, the terms

large variety of academic

“beyond” and “borderless” in the conference title
seemed to have stimulated many participants to
think out of the box. In their contributions,
academics talked about learning from other
disciplines and even from the practical world. In
other words, opening heavy doors with the little key
of curiosity.

In an academic world of increasingly
specialized disciplines, with predetermined career
trajectories that undisputedly lead us to knowing
more and more about less and less, such curiosity
may seem revolutionary. Is it sensible to spend time
trying to cope with other disciplines’ unfamiliar and
seemingly incommensurable epistemes or to waste
time on practitioners’ hands-on approaches and
unrealistic expectations? The answer in many of the

presentations and in the panel discussion I had the
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pleasure of participating in, together with Paul Kei
Matsuda, Masaki Oda and Chitose Asaoka, was a
clear “yes, but ...”. Yes, we can and should do so, but
we have to be prudent, for at least three reasons.

First, addressing real-life problems that call for
sustainable solutions requires thorough
collaboration beyond disciplines and domains,
which always takes time, patience, and creativity.
Second, the apparent incommensurability between
the epistemes of complementary disciplines and
domains can only be overcome by developing shared
understanding, concepts, and, languages — an
absolute precondition for mutual learning. And
third, such collaboration cannot be added to
research projects in the very end, as a dissemination
phase in which the knowledge generated is finally
transferred to the practical world. Instead, it must
be placed at the very beginning of a project, while
defining the problem.

There is a little key to open the heavy doors to
other disciplines and domains and their secret and
alien epistemes. It was forged in the early 1970s,
then indurated in the chalybeate bath of hard
sciences and their rigor and scrutiny, and finally
polished by social sciences and their constructivist
criticism. This key is called transdisciplinary
research (e.g., Perrin & Kramsch, 2018). Excitingly
enough, it comes with theoretical knowledge of how
to sustainably address socially relevant problems,
and relaxingly enough, it includes methods to
overcome borders between  epistemological
kingdoms. Using the example of English education,
JACET has picked up this very key. A wise move
indeed when facing the challenges of a changing

society.
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Research Abstract for JACET Travel Grant
Kuei-Ju Tsai
(Sponsored by Eiken Foundation of Japan)

My research stemmed from my EFL teaching
context, viz. a regional university in Southern
Taiwan, where most students’ auditory-oral skills
lag far behind their literacy skills (reading and
writing). The reason for the huge gap can be
attributed to the washback effect from national
college entrance examination, where only reading
and writing are tested. To compound the problem,
EFL learners have little exposure to the target
language outside the classroom. All the factors
combined to give impetus for me to embark on this
research journey.

This study investigated the effects of listening
to audiobooks with tablet computers on EFL
learners’ listening fluency. In the study authentic
materials (audiobooks instead of commercial
textbooks geared towards listening skills training)
were used in order to see whether teacher-guided
extensive listening has an impact on developing
listening fluency. Findings suggest that regular
contact with audiobooks facilitates EFL: learners’
listening fluency on familiar materials, and such
progresses can also be carried over to their general
listening  proficiency. Also, listening and
simultaneous reading accompanying texts is more
beneficial than listening only, regardless of whether
the texts are highlighted in real-time. These
findings have implications for teachers to invest

efforts in developing EFL learners’ listening

JACET w5

proficiency and to explore the possibilities of a wider
range of authentic materials.

I would like to take this opportunity to express
my gratitude for JACET and the financial support
from Eiken Foundation of Japan. I do not believe
that I will adequately be able to put into words how
much receiving this grant means to me. Thanks to
your support, I was able to share my action research
with fellow college English teachers in Japan and
obtain their insightful input and valuable
experiences, which in turn is a great opportunity for

me to advance my research.

Huei-Chun Teng
(Sponsored by Council on International Educational

Exchange)

Huei-Chun Teng is currently a professor of
Applied Foreign Languages in National Taiwan
University of Science and Technology. Her research
EFL  listening

communication study, and language assessment.

Interests  include research,
The presentation given by Professor Teng in the
58th JACET International Convention focused on
exploring teaching beliefs for EFL listening
instruction. The participants were 36 EFL teachers
in junior high schools in Taiwan. The instruments
included the questionnaire of teachers’ beliefs, the
classroom observation, and the semi-structured
interview. The teaching belief most often held by the
EFL teachers is building up students’ confidence in
their own listening ability’. The important teaching
activities are to make listening work enjoyable and
create prelistening activities. By providing
empirical descriptions of EFL teacher beliefs on

listening instruction, this study is expected to offer
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specific insights for listening instruction and thus
generate more effective suggestions for L2 listening
pedagogy, and ultimately to teach EFL learners to
become more effective listeners. Thanks to the
JACET travel grant, Prof. Teng had the chance of
sharing her research findings with the JACET
participants as well as attending the JACET
opening ceremony. In the future, it is hoped that
there will be more academic interaction between the

college English teachers in Japan and in Taiwan.

Appreciation for the Travel Grant to participate in
the 58th JACET International Convention (Nagoya,
2019)

Anita Lie

(Sponsored by The Institute for International

Business Communication)

My presentation “The Impact of an In-Service
Certification Program on the Use of English and
Classroom Practices” reported on our study of 90
teachers in our certification program. This study
aims at investigating the impact of the certification
program on the English teachers’ classroom
practices and professional development. Specifically,
this study intends to answer to what extent teachers
attempt to enhance their English Proficiency and
report changed behaviors in their classrooms. We
conducted a survey of these English teachers and
administered an assessment of their English
proficiency. Then we selected these teachers based
on their professional stages and interviewed them.
This study found that teachers’ participation in the
certification program brought about different levels
of changes in their use of English and classroom

practices.

JACET w5

This research is part of a three-year study of
secondary school teachers of English in five
provinces funded by a multi-year research grant
from the Directorate of Research and Community
Service, the Indonesian Ministry of Research,
Technology, and Higher Education. Currently, we
are completing the second year and plan to focus on
teachers’ capacities to play the critical roles of
curriculum developers and makers in the next year.

My research interests include teacher
professional development, language policy, and
heritage language learning. The 58th JACET
International Convention was very enlightening.
The presentations were of high quality and the
sessions were very well organized. As a participant,
I felt very well-informed about the program as well
as the technical details including the venue location,
transportation, and lunch (I really enjoyed lunch at
the campus cafeteria—affordable and delicious). In
addition, I also enjoyed interacting with other
presenters in the convention. If given the chance, I
would love to participate again in the next JACET
Convention and will recommend it to my colleagues.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH! It was definitely a

great honor for me to receive the Travel Grant.

JAAL-in-JACET 1o
F1E BEEFERS
(JACET SIG #2515t
(BEHT - Al - BEPE) 306
PRV k> T
BEEIITS R
Ry TRk (BEHEGH)
Vel HER (FERSGE)
R e RIS
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