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A brief report on the 41% RELC International Seminar
April 24 — 26, 2006

Suzuki Hiroko and PJ Collins
RIED, Tokai University

Attending the 41® RELC International Seminar on April 24 — 26, 2006 was a
valuable opportunity in terms of both professional development and network-building. As
coordinators and instructors in the Research Institute of Educational Development (RIED)
Teacher Development in English (TDE) Program, we found the theme of the 2006 Seminar:
“Teacher Education in Language Teaching” particularly worthwhile and interesting.

Highlights included lectures by invited speakers, including Anne Burns’



“Developing as a Teacher: A Personal and Professional Journey,” and Peter Martin’s
“Language Teacher Training: Sociolinguistic and Multicultural Realities.” These and other
invited speaker lectures provided a broad context in which to place our own TDE Program.

Various Parallel Paper Sessions included more concrete examples of the
challenges facing both teachers and teacher trainers. One of the most meaningful sessions
was Stephen J. Hall's “In-Service or Servitude of Native Speaker Myths: Dilemmas of
Internationalizing Pedagogy,” since we are now researching ALT and JTE roles and
responsibilities. Rosemary Senior’s “A Socio-Pedagogic Framework for Language Teacher
Education” also presented the case for integrating theory and practice in teacher
development.

Other sessions outlined context-specific situations or programs, for example
ministry guidelines in the Philippines or a survey conducted in New Zealand. While these
were interesting, the Japan-specific sessions were naturally more applicable to our situation.
The extensive survey findings by the team of Hisatake, Hisamura, Sakai and Ishida provided
particularly valuable insights into perceptions of the qualities important in pre-service
English teachers. Similarly, the research results presented by Nakamura Taichi explored
gender differences in pre-service teacher perceptions about English language teaching.

The first of the two panel discussions was entitled, “What do language teachers
need to know about language?” The panelists discussed questions the audience had
submitted over the course of the conference. The main concern was the role of teaching
“grammar” in light of the growing importance of communication activities. The second
panel discussion was “What do language teachers need to know about teaching?” One idea
which met with audience approval was that of teaching as a way to ultimately educate
people already rich in originality and creativity. Other panelists expressed
doubt as to whether teachers can enhance learner autonomy and provide
student-centered collaborative activities.

Our session (The Teacher Development in English Program: Facilitating Teachers’
Own Learning) was in the second time block on the third day of the conference. We followed
Caroline Bentley and Don Hancock, whose presentation on challenges facing Indonesian
pre-service teachers provided an interesting point of reference for our own session.
Around 50 people attended our session, which outlined the Japanese English educational
environment, the history of RIED’s TDE programs, and the organization, contents, and
impact of the current program. Although the 40 minutes did not allow much time for
guestions and answers, the audience was attentive and appreciative.

Overall, the conference was extremely well-organized and attracted a body of

participants who were professional, focused, and dedicated to teacher development.



Audience members were unafraid to ask thoughtful questions and offer constructive
feedback; at the same time, the presenters were generally very receptive to questions and
comments following their sessions. The result was a positive atmosphere of mutual support.

In terms of networking, we received information about various calls for papers and
upcoming conferences in Australia, Thailand, Singapore and Vietnam. We also made
valuable contacts with professors, researchers, and writers working in countries around Asia
and here in Japan, and are grateful for the opportunity to expand our professional
connections in the field.



